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heartfelt worry about the effects of the oil-
spill. President Aznar said, “Nunca mas,” and
I believe him. And I want to thank him for
his leadership. And I'm glad he’s back here.

Bienvenidos.

President Aznar. 1 begin by thanking
President Bush very warmly for his very kind
invitation once again.

I'd also like to thank President Bush for
his solidarity and particularly for the coopera-
tion shown to Spain by all levels of the U.S.
administration in the light of the environ-
mental disaster caused by the sunken oil
tanker off the coast of Spain.

And can I say that in all the meetings I've
had with representatives of your administra-
tion, we have received offers of unconditional
support in helping cope with that disaster,
and that support is ongoing and will continue.
And I'd like to thank President Bush for the
personal impetus that he has given in that
cooperation.

Spain and the United States are working
together within a framework of very solid and
close cooperation and confidence. And I am
determined that this will continue to be the
case in the future in the fight against ter-
rorism, in the fight against weapons of mass
destruction, and in this overriding objective
of defending a world of freedom, justice, and
stability.

Gracias, senor.

President Bush. Vamos a verles.

Q. Why shouldn’t Senator Lott resign, sir?

President Bush. Vamos a verles en la fi-
esta en la noche.

Q. No comprende.

President Bush. I said, I'll see you at the
party tonight.

Q. I thought that meant questions.

President Bush. See you at the party to-
night.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Aznar
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks. A portion of these remarks could
not be verified because the tape was incomplete.
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Statement on the Peace Agreement
in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo

December 18, 2002

I welcome the signing of the peace agree-
ment that brings an end to 4 years of civil
war in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. I appreciate the strong leadership
and commitment of President Kabila to form
a transitional government in Congo. I further
commend all parties on their willingness to
make the tough decisions to ensure a peace-
ful and democratic future for the Congolese
people.

This peace agreement offers the Congo-
lese people a critical opportunity to build
lasting peace in a unified Congo. The United
States will continue to work with Congo’s
Government, the Congolese Liberation
Movement, and the Congolese Rally for De-
mocracy and Civil Society to move forward
on implementing the agreement, which will
result in national elections.

I thank President Mbeki for his leadership
and efforts on behalf of peace in the Congo
and throughout Africa. The United States
looks forward to working with the African
Union and the United Nations to help the
Congolese people realize their dream for na-
tional reconciliation and growing prosperity.

NoTE: The statement referred to President Jo-
seph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and President Thabo Mbeki of South Afri-
ca.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Subsidy Budget Authority Request
for Aloha Airlines, Inc.

December 17, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In accordance with provisions of Public
Law 107-42, the Air Transportation Safety
and System Stabilization Act, 2001, I hereby
request the subsidy budget authority nec-
essary to support a $45 million Federal credit
instrument for Aloha Airlines, Inc.
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I hereby designate this subsidy budget au-
thority, currently estimated at $14 million,
as an emergency requirement pursuant to
section 252(e) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 19.

Remarks at the Capital Area Food
Bank

December 19, 2002

The President. Thanks. Be seated. Thank
you very much. Good morning.

Audience members. Good morning.

The President. It is nice to be in a build-
ing full of food and full of love. We are hon-
ored to be here. Laura and I are here to
send a message to our fellow Americans: We
hope you love your neighbor as you would
like to love—Dbe loved yourself, that in this
holiday season, let's commit ourselves to
making it a season of service to others, others
who might hurt, others who need food, oth-
ers who can benefit from our kindness and
generosity.

I love to tell people in this country—this
is a fabulous country—in my judgment, the
greatest country on the face of the Earth.
And the reason why is because America is
full of people who have got great hearts and
great souls, people who are willing to serve
something greater than themselves. My call
for the holiday season is for people to serve
your Nation by helping somebody in need,
to join the—become a soldier in the army
of compassion.

I want to thank the Secretary of Agri-
culture, Ann Veneman, for her service to our
country. Mr. Mayor, I appreciate you being
here. It’s nice to see you; appreciate you
keeping the potholes around the White
House—([laughter]. T'm honored that mem-
bers of the city council are here. Thank you
all for coming. It’s a—it is a fantastic tribute
to your government that you support pro-
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grams such as this food bank, center for—
for the eradication of hunger in Washington,
DC. I appreciate your strong statement and
your deep concern.

I want to thank Lynn. Lynn Brantley is
president and CEO of the Capital Area Food
Bank. I appreciate your heart. I appreciate
your organizational talents. I mean, after all,
this is the center for distribution to hundreds
of outlets to feed people who are hungry.
I mean, not only does Lynn care a lot, but
she has obviously got a pretty good—a capac-
ity to organize. She had me in peaches and
spinach. [Laughter]

I want to thank Greg TenEyck, who is the
chairman. Good morning, Mr. Chairman.
Thank you. I want to thank Barry Scher, who
is the vice chairman. Thank you all for help-
ing out and dedicating your time and efforts
to make sure this program is viable and
strong.

I think the thing we’ve got to understand
here in the midst of all our plenty is that
there are people who hurt, people who are
hungry, people who need love, people who,
when you hear the word “American Dream”
have no idea what you're talking about. And
if they do, they wonder whether or not that
American Dream applies to them.

Our goal in America is to do everything
we can to help those who hurt. And there
is a role for government, no question about
it. I like to say government can spend money,
but government cannot put hope in people’s
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s lives.
Government can help, but government
should never crowd out the great compassion
we find in programs such as this right here.

Washington, DC, hurt as a result of the
attacks of September the 11th. The economy
suffered around here. Therefore, there are
more who hunger, and there are less who
are giving.

The agencies involved with helping those
in need, need our sustained help. This orga-
nization here attracts nearly 12,000 volun-
teers. I want to thank those who volunteer
here. I want to thank you for what you do
and thank you for being a part of the great
fabric of compassion in America.

More Americans need to volunteer. There
are ways to do so. The usafreedomcorps.gov
on the Web page is the place to look. You



